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is a reason for this. The dry, shingly road, which
in summer serves as highway to thousands of cara-
vans, becomes in winter a roaring torrent, which
sweeps down the valley with terrific force to join
the larger stream, at times occasioning grout loss of
life. At the time of our visit, tho rivor-bed was
absolutely dry, though the preceding winter hud boon
a severe one, and much damage had boon dono in
the spring.

We spent a good deal of our timo watching tho
caravans as they jinglod and rattled along the stony
river-bed to or from Pekin. Many were laden with
wood cut into logs and brought from tho mountains
near Ourga, across the desert, for wood is scarco
in Northern China, and I do not think wo passed
more than a dozen trees in all the whole way from tho
capital to the Great Wall. Between Yambooshan
and the city of Kalgan is the " Gap/' whore the
road narrows to a width of about niuo feet- It is
from this the city takes its name, the word " Kalga "
signifying in the Mongolian tongue a gap or gtito,
It has been estimated that throe hundred and fifty
thousand chests of tea pass through hero annually,
for every caravan is bound to pass Kalgan on its
way east or west. There is no other road. Thus
about forty million chestS of tea pass through
annually to Mongolia and Siberia, and IvdnofF (who
has much experience in these matters) was of
opinion that when the projected line from Irkoutsk
to Tomsk is completed, there will be a further
increase of a hundred and fifty thousand chests,
making in all the enormous total of five hundred
thousand chests annually. BTo railway can ever be